CHECKPOINT CHARLIE

HERE ARE A FEW PICTURES FROM THE BERLIN WALL JOB I DID FOR PHILCO CIRCA DEC 1961.
WE USED TLR-5 VIDEO UNITS, AND A PYE CAMERA CHAIN TO RELAY PICTURES FROM
CHECKPOINT CHARLIE TO THE COMBAT  INTEL HDQ AT MC NAIR BARRACKS 15 MILES
OUTSIDE BERLIN. THEY COULD CONTROL THE CAMERA FROM THERE AND WATCH WHAT
THE RUSSIANS WERE UP TO. THE FIRST SIX PICTURES WERE AT CHECKPOINT CHARLIE
WHILE THE REST OF THE PIX WERE AT THE RECIEVER SITE. THIS TASK WAS VERY ADVANCED FOR THAT TIME. I HAD A LOT OF INTERESTING ADVENTURES DURING MY STAY THERE.
THIS WAS A FUN JOB FROM THE BEGINNING.
ONE FINE DAY HOCKHEIMER SAID JOHN I WANT YOU TO GO TO THE PENTAGON WITH US WE MAY HAVE A CONTRACT TO PUT A VIDEO LINK IN BERLIN. WE ARRIVE  THE NEXT DAY AND AFTER INTRODUCTIONS ALL AROUND A SIGNAL CORPS GENERAL GETS UP AND SAYS LUCIUS CLAY WANTS A VIDEO LINK TO WATCH THE RUSSIAN TANKS AT CHECKPOINT CHARLEY, THEY ARE HIDING ON SIDE STREETS AND REVEING THEIR ENGINES  AND WE THINK THEY MAY TRY TO BREAK THROUGH OUR CHECKPOINT. CAN PHILCO DO THE JOB? HOCKHEIMER AND MORT LONG FROM ENGINEERING SAY NO PROBLEM. 
WE LEAVE AND GO BACK TO PHILLY. THE NEXT DAY I AM ASSIGNED TO WORK WITH ENGINEERING TO PUT THE SYSTEM TOGETHER ON A BACK TO BACK BASIS. AS YOU CAN IMAGINE CONFUSION ALL AROUND. MAKE A LONG STORY SHORT WE GET THE LINK WORKING AND READY TO GO IN A WEEK. I ARRIVE IN BERLIN SELECT A SITE FOR THE CAMERA IN A BUILDING RIGHT AT THE CHECKPOINT. WE WERE ON A TOP FLOOR BUT TO GET THERE YOU HAD TO PASS THROUGH A BAR AND A WHOREHOUSE. WITH VERY ABLE ASSISTANCE FROM SIGNAL CORPS PERSONNEL WE GET THE LINK UP AND WORKING. 
AS YOU WILL NOTE AT THE RECEIVER SITE TIME BEING OF THE ESSENCE WE PUTTHE DISH IN A JEEP TRAILER AND ALIGNED IT WITH THE REFELECTOR AT THE TOP OF THE TOWER. I TOLD THE DOGGIES TO PUNCH A HOLE IN THE SIDE OF THE COMM VAN TO GET THE FLEX WAVEGUIDE TO THE RX EQUIPMENT ( THIS WAS DONE RELUCTENTLY SOMETHING ABOUT GOV EQUIPTMENT) IT WASENT PRETTY BUT GOT THE JOB DONE. THE TASK WAS ACCOMPLISHED IN LESS THAN A WEEK. THE MILITARY WAS VERY HAPPY THEY COULD OBSERVE THE RUSSIANS AND CONTROL THE CAMERA REMOTELY.
THIS IS WHAT GREETED ME UPON ARRIVAL IN BERLIN.TOM MAGRANN SENT ME ON THIS JOB AND WHEN I RETURNED HE SAID THIS IS A FEATHER IN YOUR CAP JOHN, TO WHICH I REPLIED I HAVE ENOUGH FEATHERS HOW ABOUT A RAISE IN SALARY. PS I HAD TO BE SATISFIED WITH A FEATHER.
BEST REGARDS
JOHN MULLANY
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